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This photograph is that of a ““ tank™
built for a recent parade in Peoria,
Iil., by the manufacturers of the trace
lors used by the British army. It is
suppnsed to be an exact duplication
of the war machine. Benjamin Holt
is the tractor's inventor.
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BENTAMTIN - HOLT ord FIZH
CATTRTIAR . IVSTDE o BRITISH TANK

HE sclentific  theory whieh °Mectivenesn in the recant Somme drive

I'rom qulet Peoria, 110 nbout 1000 tructors
wern aent to the British Government—for what
purpo=e the manufacturer did not ask nor care
ing that all things nra only 1o know Completed only according to the orig-

denles the existence of the

nbsolute stralght line, claim-

part of groat clrcles and innl specifications, the traclors bore no nrims
or armor whatever. These things the Britlsh

merael) AppenT stralght,
| - 1 t " ndded for themselves e ‘_‘:; -_rJ
. nl= 01 " me. e o O O
geeme aleg to apply (o Limg The tractors, of the “ecaterplliar” type, have y et A o ik

For the c¢ternal elrele In been conveérted into armored Jand crulsers
which the world moves has again revolved and  They hurdle trenches, crawl over shell eraters
the old g now the now and walk through forest unhalted by Intense

Centurles ago, when the Greeks besieged the gun fire With them the British have charged
anclant city of Troy, they resorted to the far- the trenches of the TGermans and obtained sig-
famed ruse of the wooden horse as a4 meidns of nal advantages of positions, otherwlse unat-

B gaining entrance to the stublLorn elty. The tainnble
Homerle legend 15 well known, the horse was These lnnd orulsers’ chief feature Mes In thalr
admitted to the clty, and, once within, poured caterplllar tread The tractors run on five
out a hogt of warriors, who broke down the do- amill-glzed ralbrosd wheels Hut these wheels

B fen=es and let In the army never touch the ground Instend, they run on

1t 1s not a horse, but the horse's modern sub- Infinitely jointed rafls which are Inclosed |y

stitute which is now being used. As a gnsoline Vide, corrugnted band. The band goes around
engine has replaced the horse for purposes of The Wheels. and, on account of its width and

B dravage, #o0 the modern “wooden horse™ ls a Interal suength, forms o rond upon which the
gasoline one. trictor travels.  The bands do not stick In mud

L] . .
, O 1t 15, while the Iatest Inventlon of de-
struction which the war has ealled forth
5 deadly and terrifying, it comes to thes sol-
dlsrs we merely part of the routine When men
bave become thorougnly aceus
] imminent danger of death for months ut o }
Ethey are not golng to he particularly nla
W if the potentinl destruction takes some
‘form. They will seek to find a counter de-
structive force and apply It on the cnemy’'s new
wWeapon
But the Iatest engine of death to appoar Is
U appalling by its uncanny Invineibleness Show
Ling, as Lloyd George rald, that the enermy has
no monopoly on Inventive genlus, the ritle
Ehave put In the Neld the new tank ‘ractors, so-
‘ealled, and, an I8 the case with most of the new

sut them to absolute and terrified fright

One thousand yards apart the machines
moved an until they gradually reached the iimit
of their deslres nnd the needs of the army for
eafety. But, just as the tractora wero about
to turn and come back, the one next adjoining
that of Capt. Houseman shiversd and stopped
In Its tracks like a stricken animal

Although It was practically lmpossible to use
againet the troctore guns of suMclent caliber to
gton them or work any havoec at all on them,
an indiscrect and lucky shot, fired probably
agairst orders, had plerced the hide of one of
Houseman's craft. What it had done (o the
machine, whether it had killed the crew, and
if more ware to follow, Houseman did not know,
But within, three men loy dead and two serl-
ousl wounded, a gun had been shattered and
the tranamisslon and steering gear of the moter
had been demolished.

. - - i

Approach Appalling Sure.
ITHOUT 8 moment's indeciaion, Housaman
turned his machine broadside before the
oppoalng guns and started over the intervening
J000 yards for the crippled member of hls
eharge. At whut scemed to him a snall's pace,
he cromsed the MNre-rldden feld—slowly, but
with the appalling surety of the tractor “tank.™
The approaching fire of the batterles mounted
on Heuseman's ocar drove back the Germans
who weore about to swarm on to the stricken
tinctor.  And ns Houseman binzed his way up
to tho silent muachine, the Germans retired to

safety from the gun Are of his crew.

Amlidst the din of battle he could get into no
conimunlention with the unharmed men of the
olher tructor. How badly they had bean hit
and what thelr condition was he could not as-
certain, but m plan for rescuing them and the
machine wery qulckly eoccurred to Houseman.
Hao stortod his machine around the comrads
“tank’ o as narrow A olrele aa It could nego=
tiate. With the guns blazing forth at the Ger-
faater than a man can walk) over the flelds, ane and with thelr machine guns and rifles
uprooting troes as It goes, sllding down Inl0  guuwering haughtily but frultlessly, Houseman's
shell craters and climbing out, bridging tronches  ,nimand crossed In front of the other car and
ind nlways firing, firing at the soldiers has lit- atcpped for n bare moment, forming a sort of T.
tle more romance to |t In that second, Houseman had raised the ar-

Muring the generat omensiva on thoe Western ....an teap and slipped out Bf his car and
front, the British, yvard by yard, had taken the .. 50 1o the rear of the other. He carried a
Cermun tronohes, gory with the blood of enemy  ocay grappling chaln, which, with utter dise
and friend nllke. In a section about six miles regard for the bullets outting the alr about him,
in length, the allles had succesafully closed In o wount to fasten to the wounded tractor
upon the Nanka and had pushed back the llnes Meanwhile his own maehine trundied aroynd
along two miles on each slde of the center. But o0 11 renohed the spot where Houseman was
the conter, becaywe It acoupled fuat a sllght o oqgne  3fe had fastened the chain on tha
olovation, proved a stubkorn opposition to the .0 yna of the 'dend’ tractor and was just

tomoed to belng in

Tommies reaidy whan the machine returned to him
[ . . . . TPaseyk to the Britlsh lines Capt. Houseman
R iy Cars Accompany Infantry. tur o, tralllng the saved machine In his wake.

\ o CHILL morning mist, preceding a day of The Germans followed for a littla distanse, ba-
nd are not Hanle to find any obslindle 1o which diers whom It was atthoking. Machine gun fife days of waltlng. The alrmon did hnve thelr A pright sunahine, concealed the actunl at- came quite discouraged and laft the tractor,

.‘h }' eannot adjust themselves and carry the Iu, of course, useloss ngiinst Lhe ponderous pPersonal gneolntols, LUt ol in sullicioat num-  tack With the Infantry went the new armoredt  which they had crippled but not captured, to
o I . \ :

. Vv N oL ' ) ' ) ‘nat he termed his  Its owners,
i . oaternillars whleh ovawl with ki unciuny, lrre  Derk (o be of Any grodl lmportinoes Withh the cars, lvd by Houseman in wha
tincetor over J | iy g g L nal
L idable niwehings, hive cnjuyed & lures A wolght of 18,000 pounds and with a strength  sistible  determination inte the trenchpa nnd  death of the dashing romoaticism of the ¢uv- flugstp, Rolling across the flelds In thelr \-I:'l g .I ;THNI l:-l thnmtnrn :;:ell llmn:e:nlr;‘roll":n’:
= ure of pucoess from lte use i ;- of 120 horse-power, the traclorg can be stopped  routs the occupinis aliy, the fighting sweined (0 tale on a moers  canny, slmort ludicrous caterpiliar gnit l_m iy hir superlor u. COrS, o::nm;h o
- b UM the poaceful, bucelle ocrupntion of har- v by @ direct hit from shells of connliderable Whon the war first broke oul And the shrap-  &eim ohd sordid aspect wit= wormed through shell orater, hn?u‘lml over and discluimed any herolam for .; i
BYMUAE 0na farm work to the grim businoss of .-:s]“ | \od shells of suficlent callber fo nel and maching gun fire demonstrated the ab- Bl the advent of the tractor marks the re- stumps, sud made stralght for the foe's strong- thar the two tractors afforded him aucau: but
. Hy calibor 4 X § , 5 v r ) e - g - N L » AANEOR. 5
3 " 88 far srop. But the tractor, Of iginnlly Cenaee the innehines cannot be employed woluto uselessnoss of cavalry, tronch fighting or turn of a covalry-like force. Cortalily not wo  hold on the liill. The barbed wire was no more ries that h‘e had been mh-m:lc:o: :hm“h 5 g
‘ 10 muet some of the dieult protlems L the conditions are such as Lo warriit the  spectacular air fighting becnme the only redl  swift In notion as the Horses, the muchines are  Obstacle than string. Up and up the tractors let: spattering ngainst t 4 't Nig
&l i M farmiie, have been turned into Virvy- uhr_»rrr Vha Vpeators; | Big gun fira directsd upon nienns of cambat Trench fighting aforded Ut et more goourd and far move destructive, A miodnted and plowed Into the tranches on the he had but n second hofore rﬂtllﬂ\:m :L mas~
{ ' : s of the Lre ' ( 1 ) e . ' n
WALl yng 1, w Lhe Ingonions English - usnh € sl " . > o ontact: It menit, rather, days and  dogen great machines crawling slowly (hardiy hill where they left & wake of dead Germians or chine, denied the safety of hls po =
S N e Jattlenhips by Lh nigh the traclors would lmperil the lives of the sel- tle personal contact; E ¥
e wn [l
e . partmont hewde, and have sho
iy
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